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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 17680 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PERP, PINT, ET, CU, FR 

SUBJECT: REACTION OF FRENCH LEFT TO CUBAN INVOLVEMENT 
IN ERITREA 

REF: STATE 129942 

1 . THE FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY (PCF) HAS GIVEN LITTLE 
ATTENTION TO THE ERITREAN SITUATION, PUBLISHING ONLY 
TWO ARTICLES IN HUMANITE (APRIL 25 AND MAY 17). IN 
ONLY ONE CASE IS CUBAN INVOLVEMENT EVEN MENTIONED AND 
THAT IS AN INDEPENDENT REFERENCE TO A MENGISTU SPEECH 
IN THE OGADEN WHERE HE "REVIEWED THE AID THAT 
ETHIOPIA IS RECEIVING FROM THE USSR, CUBA, GDR AND 
SOUTH YEMEN." (THERE IS ANOTHER PASSING REFERENCE TO 
THE "INTERVENTION OF THE GREAT POWERS DIRECTLY IN THE 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED,"' FOLLOWED 
IMMEDIATELY BY A REMARK ON THE "IMPERIALIST ROLE" IN 
THE OGADEN CONFLICT.) OTHERWISE, THE ISSUE FOR THE 
COMMUNISTS IS SOLELY ONE INVOLVING ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PARIS 17680 022058Z 

FOR WHICH "A POLITICAL SOLUTION IS NECESSARY." THE 
PCF NOTES THAT THE LIBERATION MOVEMENT IS OF A "POPULAR 
CHARACTER" WITH "DEMOCRATIC OBJECTIVES." FIGHTING 
AGAINST THE "ARBITRARY ANNEXATION" OF 1962 BY HAILE 
SELASSIE. HUMANITE ALSO REPORTS THAT THE FEDERATION 
WITH ETHIOPIA IN 1952 "WAS IMPOSED BY THE UNITED 
NATIONS, UNDER AMERICAN LEADERSHIP, WITH THE SOCIALIST 
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COUNTRIES PROTESTING AND VOTING AGAINST." 

2. THE SOCIALIST PARTY HAS SAID EVEN LESS. AGREEING 
THAT ANNEXATION IN 1962 WAS AN "ARBITRARY ACT," THE PS 
CALLS FOR PEACE TALKS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, "RECOGNIZING 
THE EXISTENCE OF ERITREA AND TRYING TO FIND THE MUTUAL 
INTEREST OF ERITREA AND ETHIOPIA IN ACCORD WITH THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS." IN A PRIVATE TALK 
WITH THE DCM, PS NATIONAL SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS ROBERT PONTILLON REFUSED TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE 

OF CUBAN INVOLVEMENT ON THE GROUNDS THAT FRANCE HAS NO 
LEGITIMATE CONCERN IN ERITREA. SHOULD THERE BE AN AR- 
MED INVASION WITH CUBAN SUPPORT, THE QUESTION WOULD BE 
ONE FOR THE AFRICAN STATES AND THE UNITED NATIONS TO 
RESOLVE. 

3. COMMENT: PARTICULARLY IN COMPARISON WITH FRENCH 
ACTIONS IN ZAIRE, THERE IS ONLY A LIMITED DEGREE OF IN- 
TEREST IN ERITREA. ALL PARTIES ON THE LEFT AGREE THAT 

THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS REPRESENT A LEGITIMATE POPULAR 
ASPIRATION FOR INDEPENDENCE, BUT THE LOGICAL NEXT STEP 
OF CONDEMNING ETHIOPIAN ACTIVITY WILL PROBABLY NOT BE 
TAKEN. AS FOR THE CUBANS, THEY APPARENTLY DON'T EXIST 
FOR THE FRENCH LEFT, ESPECIALLY IN ERITREA. IN ANY 
CASE, ERITREA FALLS OUTSIDE THE FRENCH SPHERE OF IN- 
TEREST IN THE EYES OF THE PCF AND PS AND THEY ARE NOT 
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LIKELY TO ENGAGE THEMSELVES MUCH FURTHER THAN AT 
PRESENT. 

HARTMAN 
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